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We thank you from the bottom of our hearts for your participation in various ways
in the Lord's work through the churches in lwate Prefecture.

Our consistent prayer after the Great East Japan Earthquake has been "for the
churches that will serve as bases for relief work in the affected areas, that they will
carry on the Lord's mission, and that they will continue to share the blessings with the

local community.

3.11 Iwate Church Network Ofunato Grace House Church, which was planted after the earthquake, is about

Representative to take a new step forward by acquiring a church building. Please pray that this step

Rev. Yoshiya Kondo, Pastor, _ . : .
*Morioks Bible Baptist Wil be an expression of the Lord's glory, and please support us in this endeavor.

ChurchlWA

Grace House Church members Potential church site with
parking for 15 cars.



“Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God”
Philippians 4:6

Please support us! Target donation amount: 9 million yen!
(renovation expenses)

Dear brothers and sisters in the Lord who are a part of the 3.11 lwate Church "2

Mitsuru Saito, Pastor, Grace House Church of the Evangelical Alliance Mission VP

i | ——

Network, thank you for your continued prayers and precious donations. My name is A¥S 'o}w
Japan, a church planter in Ofunato City.

In 2015, my family and | were sent to lwate Prefecture to work with the 3.11 Iwate
Church Network and other organizations to support and start a new church in the disaster-affected
areas.We accepted 150 volunteers and mission teams from Japan and overseas every year until the
coronavirus outbreak in 2020, and worked mainly in Rikuzentakata and Ofunato cities. In 2019, we were
approved as a Church of the Evangelical Alliance Mission Japan, and began our work as a church. |
believe that the main factors that supported this work were your prayers and the fact that we were able to
rent a large rented house that served as our activity base, church, and pastor's house.

However, in June of last year, we had to suddenly return the rented house due to the circumstances of
the landlord.

We returned our church building last June, and for a year we have been holding weekly services in the
civic hall and in a room in a rented office. We have been looking into the possibility of acquiring a new
church and a base of operations for our support activities. There were about five of these properties that
we considered purchasing, but we were told point blank that we could not sell them to the church.

Believing that there must be a place where God's will was done, we united our hearts and prayed for it
more and more fervently. And this time, we were given a potential site with an existing house of about 200

#F( 671m ). We were not rejected because we are a church. We thanked the Lord and decided to dedicate

ourselves to it even more, even though we each had a difficult life, and all church members unanimously
decided to purchase the 24.3 million yen real estate as a church.

However, in order to use this property as a church, we need to do a few more things to it. Since it is an
ordinary private house, we need a large space for worship. The leaky exterior wall needs to be repaired, a
wheelchair ramp needs to be installed, and a restroom that can accommodate a wheelchair needs to be

built. There will also be signage, etc.



When we estimated the cost, we found that it would cost about 13 million yen for all the needs. Even if
we cannot do all of the work, we must proceed with the necessary construction and prepare the building so
that it can function as a church and as a base for support activities.

Our strength is still not enough. However, we believe that the Lord will meet this need, and | am writing to
inform our church, the churches in Japan and overseas that have been traveling to Ofunato and working
with us, and you, of this need. We would be grateful if you would pray for it, and if you get the Lord's will for
this donation, please offer your support for the development of our church in the disaster area, and for the
construction of church building and bases for support activities.

Thank you for your understanding and your works of love and faith.
July 12, 2022
Grace House Church

Mitsuru Saito



